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It was all very interesting and reminded me of an incident
which occurred ten years earlier. When I was a Commander in
the Naval Intelligence Department in 1903-04, in charge of the
section which dealt with the Naval side of the Russo-Japanese
War, I reported on the use both the Russians and Japanese made
of obsolete vessels under similar conditions off Port Arthur.
Prince Louis of Battenberg, the Director of Naval Intelligence
in forwarding the report, questioned the wisdom of
scrapping our ojd ships to the extent we were doing; they
might well be of value under similar circumstances. The Sea
Lord who minuted the paper remarked, that such conditions
could never occur in any war in which we were likely to be
engaged.

After visiting Dover I went to Chatham to see the
Commander-in-Chief at the Nore to suggest some changes
in the running of the local patrol; and then to Newcastle
to visit the Admiral of Patrols, who was flying his flag
in the St. Gtorge> and the submarines based on the Akcto
there. While at Newcastle I inspected a ship that was fitting
out as a submarine depot for the Russian Navy when the
war broke out. As she could not go to the Black Sea or Baltic, I
recommended the Admiralty to buy her, to mother the new
submarines which were beginning to come into service fairly
rapidly. This was approved, she joined the Maidsfom at Harwich
shortly afterwards, and was a valuable addition to our Oversea
Submarine Flotilla until the end of the war. Then I went to
Leith to see how the submarines in the Firth of Forth were
getting on, and went back to London on the 28th October. The
next day I heard of Prince Louis's resignation.

Prince Louis was a sea officer, and a Fleet Commander second
to none in our service. He had the gift of bringing out all that
was best in his Captains, and gave them opportunities of handling
his fleet when cruising and exercising, which were invaluable
training for those who aspired to flag rank. I shall always feel
grateful for the encouragement and help he gave me, when I
commanded a vessel under his flag.

His resignation on z8th October, 1914, is a difficult subject
to write about. I will quote the only mention of his name in the
" Official History of the War,"*

*"Naval Operations," Vol. I, page 246.